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LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

Shanghai Huaer Collegiate School Kunshan 
Shanghai, China 

 
 

Founding Upper School Principal 
 

Application Deadline 
A.S.A.P. 

 
Position Start Date 

A.S.A.P. and no later than July 1, 2020 
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INTRODUCTION 

Shanghai Huaer Collegiate School Kunshan is the third independent school project led and 
managed by the Shanghai-based education company Dipont Education, following the 
successful establishment of RDFZ King’s College School Hangzhou and Nanwai King’s College 

School Wuxi. A forward-thinking 
company, Dipont aspires to 
change the way education is 
conceived and delivered in China.  

The Founding Upper School 
Principal position is an 
outstanding opportunity for an 
experienced educator excited by 
the challenge of playing a lead 
role in defining and 
implementing the progressive 
mission and vision of Huaer 

Collegiate. Reporting to the Founding Head of School, Carol Santos (a highly experienced 
school leader who has held Associate Head and Head roles at Miss Porter’s School, Groton 
School, and Centennial Academy in Atlanta, Georgia), the Upper School Principal will play a 
key role in designing and delivering a program that will nurture healthy, globally aware young 
adults. Huaer Collegiate will combine the best of Chinese tradition, scholarship, and innovation 
with the best of Western education, including inquiry and project-based pedagogical 
approaches and a commitment to the social-emotional development of each and every scholar.  

On The Web 

The following pages offer a few highlights 
adapted from the Huaer Collegiate website. 
For more details regarding plans for the 
School – including its mission, facilities, 
leaders, academic programs, educational 
philosophy, and vision for student life – we 
encourage you to read more on the web at: 

https:/ /www.huaercollegiate.com 
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SCHOOL OVERVIEW 

Huaer Collegiate is a community that embraces a special blend of Chinese and American language and 
culture. We recognize that, together, a child’s social-emotional character and academic wellbeing 
empower them to achieve success in life. 

We achieve our mission by educating the whole child along a progressive continuum that starts in 
preschool at age two, adds boarding in grade 6, and culminates in Upper School at grade 12. Learning at 
Huaer Collegiate truly is a process. Each stage of education prepares the scholar for the next, from 
preschool through grade 12 and on to college. Scholars who spend their entire school life with us benefit 
from the continual and consistent support that only a progressive curriculum can provide. 

Chinese and international teachers, supported by teaching fellows, deliver an integrated, STEAM-based 
curriculum that fosters critical thinking, creative problem-solving, collaboration and self-awareness. 
Experiential and conceptual learning is enhanced through cross-disciplinary projects linking sciences, 
technology, and mathematics with the arts, inclusive of the humanities. 

Vision 

To be a world-class learning community that integrates the best of international and Chinese education to 
maximize each scholar’s potential in life. 

Mission 

To build a future-oriented school, focused on empowering scholars to thrive in a rapidly changing 
economic and social environment. We will educate them to become competent for the work that is yet to be 
created, to apply the technology that is yet to be invented, and to solve the social problems that we cannot 
imagine today.  
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Campus and Location 

The construction of Huaer Collegiate’s 
campus is on target for completion in 
March 2020. Covering more than 
130,000 square meters, it will include 
state-of-the-art science labs, a student 
life center, six dormitories for the 
residential program (which will begin 
in grade 6), and extensive athletic 
facilities (including a 50-meter pool, 10 
outdoor sports fields, and an athletic 
center). Huaer’s performing and 

creative arts center will feature an 800-seat auditorium, dance studios, art studios, and video 
and audio production facilities. Eventually Huaer Collegiate will enroll 2,800 students from pre-
nursery (age 2) through grade 12, with 650 students filling the Upper School. 

Considered a satellite city of Shanghai, Kunshan is 20 minutes west of the city center by train. 
For the past 14 years, Kunshan topped the list of the 100 best county-level cities in China. 

The Huaer Collegiate campus is ideally located in the Kunshan Economic and Technological 
Development Zone, a mature area with a beautiful sports park adjacent to the school, high 
quality residential areas, and a vibrant retail and restaurant scene. 

Kunshan has a fascinating history but is also one of the most modern and progressive areas of 
China. Adding to the city’s reputation for educational development, Duke University opened 
its China campus in Kunshan in 2018, enrolling both undergraduate and graduate students.  

The Dipont Network 

Huaer Collegiate’s Upper School Principal will be supported by Dipont’s extensive network of 
600+ international educators across China, benefitting from formal partnerships with the 
following organizations: 

No. 2 High School of East China Normal University – Founded in 1958, the No. 2 High School of 
East China Normal University is one of the best public high schools in Shanghai with a long-
established reputation for its progressive approach to the development of teaching and 
learning. East China Normal University is known as the premier teacher training university in 
China. 
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Global Education Advisory Council – 

Huaer Collegiate’s Global Education 
Advisory Council comprises highly 
experienced and accomplished 
educational leaders in the United 
States and China. Serving as an 
advisory board for the institution, the 
Council includes leaders from 
Idyllwild Arts, Groton School, 
Woodward Academy, and Ransom 
Everglades School. The Council will 

actively review and participate in the design and implementation of the School’s program (PN-
12), to ensure the curriculum follows leading global standards and practices, and that the School 
is providing appropriate support and training for its faculty. 

National Speech and Debate Association (NSDA) – NSDA is a nonprofit educational honor 
society for middle and high school speech and debate in the United States. It has partnered with 
Dipont Education since 2012, establishing NSDA China to promote debate education, courses, 
and tournaments across the country. 

Educational Theater Association (EdTA) – Founded in 1929, EdTA is one of the oldest and most 
highly regarded organizations providing theater education in the United States. Together with 
Dipont Education, they founded EdTA China, which supports education in the theater arts and 
nationwide festivals. 

THE UPPER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Scholars in Huaer Collegiate’s Upper School are permitted to select a number of elective courses 
from the academic and student life programs. These “Passion Pathways” are based on their 
developing interests and passions. Elective courses include a variety of honors and AP classes. 
Key Features of the Upper School program include: 

• A dual language requirement (Chinese 
and English) 

• 1:5 Advisor to Scholar ratio 

• Personalized learning and college 
counseling plans 

• College level electives including AP 
courses and STEAM research projects 

• Individualized schedules leading to 
Passion Pathways 

• Student life requirements including 
arts, athletics, co-curricular activities, 
and experiential courses 
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Educational Objectives 

Graduation requirements for Upper School students are designed to ensure that three 
educational objectives are met: 

• Scholars are exposed to a variety of educational experiences afforded by a liberal arts 
education;

• Scholars have the foundational knowledge and skills for advanced study of subjects and 
participation in activities in which they have begun to discover a particular passion; and, 

• Scholars have the opportunity to develop their individual passions through specialized 
study of advanced level elective courses and deep exploration in experiential learning 
programs. 

 

 

Portrait of a Graduate 

Huaer Collegiate aims to enroll its students in universities around the world as they “dare to 
seek and soar beyond the classroom to lead a life of purpose and possibilities.” The School 
envisions its graduates as: 

• Resilient Scholars who seek deep understanding 

• Adaptable Ambassadors who are authentic individuals 

• Enlightened Communicators who facilitate Chinese-English understanding 

• Ethical Visionaries who flourish in the world and strive to improve it
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Huaer Collegiate will support its students as they master the ability to: 

• Question critically and meaningfully 

• Think creatively to enhance the old 
and create anew 

• Remain resilient in the face of failure 
and seek inspiration in success 

• Maintain a strong sense of self and 
native Chinese identity 

• Advocate for one’s self and be 
resourceful in the pursuit of 
knowledge and skills 

• Serve as ambassadors for China’s 
world heritage 

• Articulate meaning and purpose 
with clarity and personality 

• Convey well-reasoned arguments 
respectfully and honestly 

• Facilitate cross-cultural 
understanding among a variety of 
peoples 

• Pursue interests and obligations 
with joy and determination 

• Engage in meaningful work with 
compassion and concern for others 
and the natural environment 

• Collaborate effectively in a variety of 
contexts

 WHO SHOULD APPLY 

The Founding Upper School Principal will serve as a member of the senior leadership team 
working closely with the Head of School to lead all aspects of the academic, cultural, physical, 

co-curricular, and financial aspects of the 
division. 

The appointee will also help recruit and 
develop Chinese and Western staff 
members to ensure that classroom 
teaching aligns with the School’s mission 
and vision. Huaer Collegiate intends to 
attract educators who have a passion for 
educating the whole child, and faculty and 
staff will be expected to contribute actively 

to the whole life of the School, working with scholars beyond the classroom in advisory, co-
curricular, and residential contexts.  

This position comes with an excellent salary and benefits package, including high-quality 
housing, flights for the employee and dependents, and medical insurance for the employee and 
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dependents. Full tuition support will be provided for any successful applicant with school-age 
children. The position will be offered on an initial three-year contract term.  

The start date for this position will be no later than July 1, 2020; however, the School is eager to 
welcome a Founding Upper School Principal as soon as possible, and a date as early as March 
2020 may be possible depending on the appointee’s availability. 

Desired Experience 

The most competitive candidates will have most or all of the following credentials and 
experience: 

• Success as principal or a senior leader in a high school setting. (Prior boarding school or 
residential life experience would be advantageous but not essential.) 

• Notable experience supporting, 
and assessing, secondary school 
teachers’ professional 
development. 

• An advanced degree. 

• Experience with the AP 
curriculum and programs. 
(Familiarity with the IB program 
is desirable as well.) 

• A record of challenging and supporting academically ambitious students. 

• The ability to learn and apply local Chinese educational standards as well as new 
technologies. 

• An ability to collect, interpret, and disseminate data wisely, especially with respect to 
student performance metrics. 

• A demonstrated interest in contributing to the whole-child educational experience. 

• Experience in a dual language immersion environment. 

• The ability to work collaboratively and contribute to the development of an outstanding 
school. 

• Prior international experience is not required, but preferred. 

• Fluency in Mandarin is not required, but a working knowledge of the language and a 
willingness to learn are a plus. 
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Personal Qualifications 

Huaer Collegiate seeks candidates with the following personal and professional qualities: 

• A growth mindset 

• Creativity and an interest in 
innovation 

• Excellent organization, 
communication, and interpersonal 
skills 

• Able to work with a high level of 
consistency and integrity 

• Outgoing and affable 

• Welcoming of diversity and 
inclusivity 

• Strong interpersonal skills; able to 
build and nurture relationships 

• Patient yet persistent 

• Humble 

• Entrepreneurial; willing to embrace 
a challenging venture 

• Flexible, not troubled by surprises 

• A sense of humor 

• Ability to balance one’s professional 
and personal life 
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AND SEARCH PROCESS 

Acting on behalf of Shanghai Huaer Collegiate School Kunshan, Wickenden Associates is 
actively recruiting experienced secondary school administrators for this challenging and 
exciting leadership opportunity. Peter Thorp is leading the recruitment effort on behalf of 
Wickenden Associates. He can be reached by email here, or by phone at (US) +1 415-715-4114. 

To ensure full consideration, candidates 
should submit as soon as possible an 
application package including the 
following: 

• A cover letter indicating why 
they are interested in and 
qualified for the position. 

• A current résumé. 

• A statement of educational 
philosophy. 

• The names, addresses, emails, and telephone numbers of three references. (Wickenden 
will obtain permission from candidates before contacting references.) 

• Optional: Other supporting material (e.g. reports, presentations, or letters of 
recommendation) that would be useful to the search committee. 

These materials should be sent via email attachment to searches@wickenden.com. 

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis, and selected candidates will be invited to 
interview (remotely) with the Head of School.  

Finalist candidates will be invited to Shanghai. An appointment is anticipated in April. As 
noted above, candidates available to start before July 1 will receive extra consideration. 
Wickenden Associates will keep all applicants informed of their status throughout the process.  

 

 

file://SERVER/Searches/KCD%20CFO/Op%20Statement/www.wickenden.com
mailto:pct94109@yahoo.com
mailto:searches@wickenden.com

